234                   JOHN MABSHALL
"The political divisions of this country & its uncertainty concerning its future destiny must also have their operation. . . .
"A constitution which I have not read, but which is stated to me to have contained all the great fundamentals of a representative government, & which has been prepared with infinite labor, & has expe-rienc'd an uncommon length of discussion was rejected in the primary assemblies by a majority of nearly five to one of those who voted. . . .
"The substitute wished for by its opponents is a legislature with a single branch having power only to initiate laws which are to derive their force from the sanction of the primary assemblies. I do not know how they wou'd organize it. ... It is remarkable that the very men who have rejected the form of government propos'd to them have reflected a great majority of the persons who prepared it & will probably make from it no essential departure. , . . It is worthy of notice that more than two thirds of those entitled to suffrage including perhaps more than four fifths of the property of the nation & who wish'd, as I am told, the adoption of the constitution, withheld their votes. . . .
"Many were restrain'd by an unwillingness to take the oath required before a vote could be re-ceiv'd; many, disgusted with the present state of things, have come to the unwise determination of revenging themselves on those whom they charge with having occasioned it by taking no part whatever in the politics of their country, & many seem to be indifferent to every consideration not im-